
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, November 6, 2013 

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Lower Level 
Conference Room, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael Fasulo, Vice Chairman David Kanute, Commissioners Michael DeFeo, 
Joanne D. Palmieri and Peter Romano; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant 
Superintendent of Parks Michael Manware.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to accept the Minutes of the 
October 2, 2013 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried with abstentions by Commissioners DeFeo and 
Romano. 
 
Chairman Fasulo said the board lost two good members who decided not to return but were replaced by 
two other very good people who will bring a lot to the board.  He congratulated and welcomed 
Commissioners Mike DeFeo and Pete Romano to the Park Board. 
 
VISITORS:   
1.  Barbara Collins and Tom McAuliffe, 157 Crest Road.  Ms. Collins said they live behind Memorial 
Park and are requesting the board consider putting up a fence or some kind of barrier behind the batting 
cages.  Trees that used to be there have since died and fallen from storms, etc.  People on the basketball 
court can look right into their home.  Mr. Manware said that he and Steve Wlodkowski met with Mr. 
McAuliffe & Ms. Collins in May.  We put in some 4 ft. to 5 ft. arborvitaes in one section but we not 
going to do anything more than that.  Mr. McAuliffe said that the elevation of their home is very low - 
about 30 ft. below the elevation of the basketball court.  He felt that perhaps an 8 ft. fence would serve the 
purpose; plantings are not going to do it.  Mr. Manware clarified that what was there before was a natural 
buffer that deteriorated over the years.   They cleared the area and put in the arborvitaes.  Mr. McAuliffe 
said that particular area is beautiful but there is another area that is open - about 40 ft. wide.  
Commissioner Romano suggested a site walk of the area to see if there are some options.  He believes a 
fence would get knocked down and is not in favor of one.   Commissioners agreed to schedule a site walk.  
Mr. Manware will call Mr. McAuliffe & Ms. Collins after that. 
 
2.  Art Cyr, 103 Berlin Avenue re Turf Field.  Mr. Cyr was thrilled that Mr. DeFeo and Mr. Romano were 
on the board as they were on the Turf Committee and hopes they remain on it.  He has challenged the 
Board of Education about their nonfunding maintenance of the turf field.  He believes they owe the 
$30,000 annually that they promised.  He believes the BOE needs to be more considerate of the town and 
the Parks and Recreation Department.  There was some discussion about the turf field.  Commissioner 
DeFeo said there is a plan laid out; it is not over yet.  He believes we will come to a conclusion before the 
end of the year.  Commissioner Kanute commented that we started on the maintenance plan transfer to 
Parks and Rec about 15 years ago.  The BOE resisted it because of union employees.  He did note that the 
field is getting good use. 
 
3.  John Leary.  Mr. Leary had a question as a Board of Finance member.  Who pays for the significant 
improvements in the parks?  He heard that there may be a request for lights on a soccer field and asked 
for some background, i.e., is there a policy that is followed in such cases.  The Park Board tries to get 
some money approved during the budget process to help out, but the leagues usually go out and fund raise 
and do it themselves.  Commissioner Romano said that about two years ago the Southington North 
baseball league did their own fund raising.  Mr. Lapreay said when the Blue Ribbon Parks Committee 
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met, this came to light and was discussed.  He met with the town manager and the highway 
superintendent; it was left that it is each league’s responsibility.  Mr. Lapreay already spoke with Ans 
Swanson and expressed that to her.  Commissioner Kanute said the travel soccer club doesn’t have 
tremendous numbers and only play at home half the time so they are not generating much revenue.  A 
comment was made that lights would be good because of when they play and the time change so it is dark 
early.  Mr. Leary asked the board to let the Board of Finance know when it is right to do it and when it is 
not right. It will help them make more informed decisions.  Some discussion followed on the budget 
process and how the board tries to get some money appropriated to assist the leagues with one time 
purchases but many times it is cut by either the manager or the BOF.  Mr. Leary noted that the BOF 
cannot restore any funds cut by the town manager. 
 
Commissioner Romano said the board should present a long range plan to the Council.  Mr. Leary said he 
would like to see which things are important to you before they appear on paper in your proposed budget 
to the manager.  He wants the parks to be well balanced and run properly.  Comments were made about 
the importance of all the volunteers and the work they do for the leagues and the parks. It is a complicated 
setup.  Chairman Fasulo thanked Mr. Leary for his comments and said we would communicate with him. 
 
4.  Joseph LaPorte.  Chairman Fasulo presented Mr. LaPorte with a plaque in appreciation for all his years 
of service and dedication to the Park Board.  Mr. LaPorte was confident that things are going to get better 
and is happy with the new members of the board.  He is not going anywhere but felt the board and the 
department were in very good hands.  He received a round of applause. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported that the October 18th middle school dance had good attendance - 284 kids.  It is 
going great; the kids have been good; no problems.  Fall baseball and soccer completed last week.  Soccer 
and football put up temporary lights.  Football is also looking to put in lights; they are fund raising.  
Youth basketball and wrestling registration started last week and is still ongoing.  Trips for 2014 are all 
set; 19 this year.  We have a pickup in Southington at all times.   
 
Bow hunting and crossbow at Crescent Lake.  It has been steady.  Six deer have been taken so far.  As far 
as crossbow which was brought up at the last meeting and the board decided not to allow it.  We have an 
individual who is handicapped and can only use a crossbow because of his hand.  Mr. Lapreay spoke with 
Mark Sciota who said we really shouldn’t ban it.  The individual was told he could use the crossbow.  It is 
not a gas powered bow.  If anyone else asks permission, they would have to give us a doctor’s note in 
order to approve it.   
 
Gym usage with the middle schools has been going back and forth.  Mr. Lapreay tried to get into the 
elementary schools but a lot of dates are not available.  There were two groups left without space for 
practice.  Mark Sciota is on the school building committee.  He said the two gyms are done.  He 
expressed to the committee to allow use of the gym.  It was approved.  Mr. Lapreay will have to provide 
some fencing.  They may start using the gyms next week.  There may be some building committee needs 
or construction company needs (such as needing to turn off power).  If there are any issues they will 
notify us.  The fire marshal is fine with it. 
 
As reported at the last meeting, the State DEEP did a study at Crescent Lake.  Everything went fine; no 
issues.  They sampled the water and fish.  Mr. Lapreay will get a copy of the report.  Commissioner 
Kanute said the reason the study has not been done in recent years is that the state cut us off when we did 
not allow out of towners.  Also, we were charging to use the lake which we do not now.  It has been a 
while since we stocked it. 
 
Mr. Lapreay announced upcoming holiday events.  December 1st is Santa in the Park from 2-4 pm.  
Lighting of the Plantsville Green is December 5 and the following night is the downtown lighting, 
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December 6.  Julia came up with a good idea for the lighting - a contest to flip the switch for the lights.  
Registration is all online for children ages 3 to 10.  There will be a random drawing.  We already have 
quite a few kids signed up. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Palmieri, seconded by Commissioner Kanute, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware reported that the parks leaf program will be in full bore by next week.  He spoke about a 
job which would normally be contracted out.  Recreation Pool had a problem with the water shut off to 
the rest rooms.  They fixed it themselves for the most part.  The problem was about 9 ft. down.  They got 
some help from the Water Department. 
 
Mr. Manware gave an equipment update.  We got a new leaf box of welded metal with plywood panels.  
The one we had was about 12 years old.  A bagger system that Steve Wlodkowski and Mr. Manware 
talked about for one of our zero-turn mowers.  We initially thought it would be good for use on the Green.  
It has worked out; they use it in the parks too.  We will look into adding another one in the future.  On the 
bad side, one of our pickup trucks we use for plowing is a 1995 model.  It developed a problem and 
probably won’t last this winter.  He talked to Steve Wlodkowski about it; we have not had a new truck 
since 2008.   We need to start planning in the budget.  It was great on the trail and in smaller areas. 
 
Apple Harvest clean up.  After the festival was over is when the parks crew does total renovation of the 
Green.  We worked it out with Trish Kenefick to have her Red Ribbon Rally on the Tuesday following 
the festival weekend, which she did.  It worked out very well.  This year we had the Farmers Market for 
two more weekends so we did our renovation two weeks later than usual.  It is a big issue.  Mr. Manware 
spoke with Mark Ramsey who said the market did not do well when they moved to the YMCA location 
during the festival weeks.  Mr. Lapreay said he is on the Activate Southington committee.  He could bring 
this issue up at the next meeting.  A suggestion would be to use the Plantsville Green.  Mr. Manware said 
he spoke with Jim Champagne about getting reimbursement for restoration work after the Apple Harvest 
Festival. 
 
Mr. Manware said Parks made their first turf field brushing.  We are supposed to go back and forth with 
the BOE on taking care of it.  Some discussion followed on who is in charge of deciding who does the 
work.  Commissioner DeFeo said the Turf Committee is trying to figure it out. 
 
Mr. Manware said one of his employees went to class to become a certified pool operator.  He now has 3 
of 4 operators certified. 
 
Mr. Manware spoke about a complaint from a resident of Shweky Lane.  There are long stretches of open 
space and people are dumping there.  It looks horrible.  We have to go clean it up.  We had a similar issue 
on Malcein Drive and sent letters to all surrounding neighbors that if caught dumping they would be 
arrested.  It helped solve that problem.  We will have to do the same for Shweky Lane. 
 
Chairman asked if we will have a skating rink this year.  Mr. Manware replied yes.  We got a new liner 
that is durable - 10 mil; the other one was 6 mil.  We will put the old one underneath.  ESPN donated the 
liner.  Target date is the week after the Christmas lights on the Green - weather dependent.  Same 
location. 
 
In response to a question, Mr. Lapreay said the tennis courts lights are usually turned off around the 
middle of November, depending on the weather. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner Palmieri.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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REPORT ON PARKS:  Crescent Lake.  Commissioner Kanute said the reports of the UConn professor 
cutting trees and clearing the trails is not correct.  They did not clear the trails.  Mr. Manware said it was 
an educational thing and they cut down some trees because of damage by the Emerald ash borer beetle.  
They made some planks that will be used by the schools.  Commissioner Kanute said the professor is 
coming back this weekend to give a talk. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   None. 
  
NEW BUSINESS: 
1.  Schedule of Meeting Dates for 2014.  The proposed list of meetings for the next year was reviewed.  
No one indicated any problems with the dates and they were approved as submitted. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn the meeting by 
Commissioner Palmieri, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo and carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned 
at 7:38 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 
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Town of Southington
“City of Progress” 

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
P.O. BOX 571, SOUTHINGTON, CONNECTICUT  06489 

PHONE: (860) 276-6219       FAX: (860) 276-6204 

BOARD OF PARKS COMMISSIONERS 
2014 Approved Meeting Schedule 

 
 
November 6, 2013 
 
The Southington Board of Parks Commissioners will meet at 6:30 PM on the first Wednesday of each 
month with the exception of June, August & September, when meetings will take place on the first 
Thursday of the month due to the “Music on the Green” concert series.  There will be no meeting in July.  
All meetings will take place at Town Hall, 75 Main St., Southington in the Lower Level Conference 
Room.  The proposed meeting dates for the year 2014 are as follows: 
 

Wednesday, January 8* 

Wednesday, February 5 

Wednesday, March 5 

Wednesday, April 2 

Wednesday, May 7 

Thursday, June 5 

July – No Meeting 

Thursday, August 7 

Thursday, September 4 

Wednesday, October 1 

Wednesday, November 5 

Wednesday, December 3 

 

(*Meeting moved to 2nd Wednesday due to January 1st holiday.) 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
David A. Lapreay 
Director of Recreation 
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